Spelling Guide

1. Short and long vowel sounds
Use the short sound unless the long sound is indicated.
a hat a bay
e bed é bee
i big i light
o log o0 rope
u sun u tune

2 Stressed syllables are indicated by italicized letters in Levels 5 and
above.
be gun

3 The Schwa 9
This symbol designates an unstressed “uh” sound.
A short u is used if the syllable is stressed.

hum bdg humbug hum? bug?®
Both have the same sound, but the short u is stressed and the
schwa is not stressed.

4 Open and closed syllables
A syllable with a short vowel sound is usually closed by a consonant

at the end.
A syllable with a long vowel sound is usually open with the vowel at

the end of the syllable.
ta bl table ta? ble®

ta blit tablet tab’® let®
In the word “tablet,” the “b” is usually pronounced with the second
syllable and not the first. However, since the “a” is a short vowel
sound, it is closed with the “b” at the end of the syllable. Attention
to this rule will assist in learning the spellings of many larger words.

5 Differences in pronunciations and number of syllables
An asterisk* will indicate words whose spelling differs significantly
from the number of syllables commonly spoken.
chok o lat* chocolate choc* o' late*

dif fer int* different dif® fer® ent®
The student is encouraged to learn the different pronunciation in
order to assist in spelling these irregular words.

6 Blended syllables
Some syllables that are pronounced as only one syllable may be
written as two syllables in the third column when it is logical for
spelling. In these cases, the space between the syllables is
removed.
trapt trapped trap‘ped?
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