
Spelling Guide 
 
 

1. Short and long vowel sounds 
Use the short sound unless the long sound is indicated. 

a   hat  ā   bay 

e   bed  ē   bee 

i    big  ī    light 

o   log  ō   rope 

u   sun  ū   tune 

 

2 Stressed syllables are indicated by italicized letters in Levels 5 and 
above. 

bē gun 

 

3 The Schwa  ә 
This symbol designates an unstressed “uh” sound.   
A short u is used if the syllable is stressed. 

  hum  bәg    humbug    hum
3

 bug
3

 

Both have the same sound, but the short u is stressed and the 
schwa is not stressed. 
 

4 Open and closed syllables 
A syllable with a short vowel sound is usually closed by a consonant 
at the end.   
A syllable with a long vowel sound is usually open with the vowel at 
the end of the syllable. 

tā bl       table       ta
2

 ble
3 

ta blit     tablet     tab
3

 let
3 

In the word “tablet,” the “b” is usually pronounced with the second 
syllable and not the first.  However, since the “a” is a short vowel 
sound, it is closed with the “b” at the end of the syllable.  Attention 
to this rule will assist in learning the spellings of many larger words.  
 

5 Differences in pronunciations and number of syllables 
An asterisk* will indicate words whose spelling differs significantly 
from the number of syllables commonly spoken. 

  chok o lāt* chocolate   choc
4

 o
1

 late
4

 

  dif fer int*    different   dif
3

 fer
3

 ent
3 

The student is encouraged to learn the different pronunciation in 
order to assist in spelling these irregular words. 
 

6 Blended syllables 
Some syllables that are pronounced as only one syllable may be 
written as two syllables in the third column when it is logical for 
spelling.  In these cases, the space between the syllables is 
removed. 

trapt      trapped      trap
4

ped
3 



SYLLABLE SAVVY SPELLING THREE 

Lesson 1 

 

 1. stu dē study stud
4

 y
1

 

 2. stu dēz studies stud
4

 ies
3

 

 3. stôr ē story stor
4

 y
1

 

 4. his ter ē history his
3

 tor
3

 y
1

 

 5. jē o grә fē geography ge
2

 o
1

 gra
3

 phy
3

 

 6. sī әns science sci
3

 ence
4

 

 7. skūl school school
6

 

 8.  now now now
3

 

 9. pen sl pencil pen
3

 cil
3

 

10. tok talk talk
4

 

11. chok chalk chalk
5

 

12. owr (belongs to us) our our
3

 

13. owr (60 minutes) hour hour
4

 

14. pen ē penny pen
3

 ny
2

 

15.  pen ēz pennies pen
3

 nies
4

 

16.  

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

ā âr är er ē ēr ī ō  ŏ ŏ ôr ow oy ū     zh ә 
day  air    far her bee tear      light        rope   book  for  cow boy tune     vision item 


